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For the moment, however, the Emperor was busy conferring
honours on his new president, von Roon. On New Year's Day
he who had bitterly opposed the School-Inspection Bill and was
now the minister chosen to carry it out, was created a Field
Marshal. Though he intimated that in its final form he now
approved of the bill his appointment to end a cabinet crisis was
an indication of the complex forces Bismarck had set himself to
control in establishing the new Reich. In the meantime actual
hostilities had broken out between the Church and State.

The first bishop to come into conflict with the law was the
Bishop of Ermeland who pronounced a sentence of excom-
munication without the consent of the civil authorities. A long
correspondence ensued, for here was a direct challenge, and his
action forced the Government to take further legislative steps to
secure the sovereignty of the State. As Lord Odo had con-
fidently predicted, the Bishop adhered to the principles of his
Church and his emoluments were suspended. In this pre-
liminary incident Lord Odo Russell foresaw a tremendous
stride towards the separation between Church and State.1
Wishing to make their position clear and their attitude sym-
pathetically understood the bishops issued a manifesto. The
rights of the Crown, they maintained, were not affected by the
creation of the new empire and they solemnly warned the Govern-
ment to turn aside from an abortive attack on.the Church and
consider instead the dangers of modern science.2 But such a
manifesto merely served to show that the fire was well alight and
when the Pope's provocative Christmas allocution added fuel
to the flames, the papers publishing it were immediately sup-
pressed, and Bismarck recalled Herr von Stumm from the
Vatican.3

New bills regulating the relations between Church and State
had meanwhile been introduced into the Landtag. Their
ultimate passing was not in doubt, but the debates were accom-
panied by a vigorous chorus of episcopal protest "that no
Catholic Christian priest or bishop can acknowledge them with-
out injury to his faith." Memoranda of great length but con-
tributing nothing new were showered down in great profusion.
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